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that all such deaths may be very well accounted for by the Christian system of powder and ball. I do therefore strictly forbid the Fates to cut the thread of man's life upon any pretence whatsoever, unless it be for the sake of the rhyme. And whereas I have good reason to fear that Neptune will have a great deal of business on his hands, in several poems which we may now suppose are upon the anvil, I do also prohibit his appearance, unless it be done in metaphor, simile, or any very short allusion, and that even here he be not permitted to enter, but with great caution and circumspection. I desire that the same rule may be extended to his whole fraternity of heathen gods, it being my design to condemn every poem to the flames in which Jupiter thunders, or exercises any other act of authority which does not belong to him. In short, I expect that no pagan agent shall be introduced, or any fact related which a man cannot give credit to with a good conscience. Provided always that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to several of the female poets in this nation, who shall be still left in full possession of their gods and goddesses, in the same manner as if this paper had never been written.                                                                0.
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Nos popido damns.   SEN.
WHEN I first of all took it in my head to write dreams and visions, I determined to print nothing of that nature, which was not of my own invention. But several laborious dreamers have of late communicated to me works of this nature, which, for their reputa-
1 This paper bears no signature, and the opening paragraph may be by either Steele or Addison. The Bream is stated to have been the joint production of Alexander Dunlop, Professor of Greek in Glasgow University, and a Mr Montgomery, who traded to Sweden, and of whom it is said that he disordered his wits by falling in love with Queen Christina. Alexander Dunlop (1684-1747), horn in America, where his father, the Principal of Glasgow University, was an exile till the Revolution, became Greek Professor at Glasgow, and published in 1736 a Grammar, which was used for many years in Scottish universities.